ATHEISM STARTS AT HOME
Fatrers As a THEOLOGY PRIMER

The family is an analogy of the cosmos, God intends for children ro
learn abour His Facherhood by this analogy first. A two-vear-old boy
shaking the crib ar 3:30 a.m. is nor deing so because he is rroubled by
the vision cast in Thus Spake Zarathustra. He is not being vexed by
rhtu]ogi:':ﬂ or P]‘L:ih;,mop-h[r;ﬂ P roblems, Bus he 15 ﬁtm]}r[ng whar father-
hood is like.

Fathers are speaking abour God the Father constantly, They
do not have the oprion of shurting up, W har chey are saving may be
true or false, bur they are not in a pesition where they can refuse o
say anyching. A Father “-'hl:}_iu!i‘l‘ sirs and srares, o tarher who s down
at the office all the rime, a tather who deserts the i-:uui]].-', a Father
who just donated sperm ar rhe sperm bank—all of them are speak-
ing. Every one of them is saying somerhing all the rime. A father
who teaches hiz son ro swing a bart, a farher who listens to his daugh-
ter explain why Perer Rabbir shouldn't have disobeyed, a father who
kisses their mom on the lips, a father who reads for hours to the
family in the evening—all of them are speaking roo.

But thisisnot said as though children are just empry recepracles,
re;ul:,' o mindlessl}' receive wharever the Farher puts in. Ma, :::erl'l]:,'
tachers need ro understand thar rhis atheism dynamic (because we
are fallen) is also av play in their relationship with cheir children.
There is a self-will thar wants ro reject parencal autherity and, in
the words of every two-year-old, "me doit.” There is also a childlike
dependence that wants the father to overcome that discbedicnce, in
order ro prove that he loves the child enough ro deal with as small
an obsracle as this perry and childish rebellion. Children need o be
fathered despire their resistance, and they want to be fathered, and
the ratios berween those two sentiments vary, A wise father studies

those raties and works with them.

FATHER HUNGER

This is why fathers need ro learn how to be srrice in the spme
way thar God the Farher is stricr, and ro be merciful in the same
way thar Fle is merciful, If we are strict only, we crush che spirir our
of eur children, or we pruvulr.q: rebellion.® Tf we are merciful only,
we create 2 culmare of entitlement and s:]f-l’ndu[g{:m': in the home.
And, in the worst possible combination, if we are seeicr where God
is merciful, and mercitul where God is steice, then we are busy sup-
plying the atrip clubs of the turure with all cheir pole dancers and
CUSTOMErS.

The atheist has certain caricarures of God, and clever arheists
are quite adept at describing those caricatures in some detail, Bur
one of the reasons they are good ar this is that they have seen fachers
who are living maodels of that carteature, There is 2 profound way ro
guard against char caricarure, o ineculate vour children againse ir,
which we will consider in a moment. Bur before gerring to rhar, we
Eh{:lu Id |.'|:_1mi.:iq{|:r w]'l..il_l.' [hl': ﬂ[he[ﬁt wc-u.ld .I';q.l.:rl roa ﬁil'l.'lp.l‘t rtﬁ]:'.l{:l'l'lﬁl: Thilt
God is a loving Ged.

Suppose we reply thar God is nor like a rotalitarian despor
ar all. The rwa things do nor campare. We pray, "Dear heavenly
Father . . ." Bur the atheisc replies rhar all roralitarian scates do
the "Dear Leader” thing. We say thar God provides for us. The
atheist comes back with the observation that this is just whar the
overweening state does— cradle-to-grave securiry. We say thar God
hears all our prayers, even the fainrest whisper, The arheist answers
thar Big Brother had a pretry eftecrive surveillance system roo. The
anly thing our religion doesn’t share with reralivarianism would be
the goose-srepping and the big missile parades.

Bur this overlooks one thing, and it is pretcy significant, The
similarities can all be granted, but there is a hidden premise thar
ma L;.L"‘_"b- T]'I.JIS '..l.l‘.lljl.'“l:".":i]'lg .'ITng:ITLL‘nI‘ SECIm ui’)m[.l&“]'ng. {._.:I]'LCI: I'J'&:tf
premise is brought our into the open, the selt-evident narure of the

comparison starts o evaporate. Debunkers like to prerend thar



